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Our mission is to be a community of outstanding schools in which our pupils flourish in safe, happy and stimulating environments and leave us with the knowledge and skills, personal qualities and aspirations, to make the world a better place, inspired by the Gospel.

Our Values

Our Gospel Values are the main drivers of our curriculum and underpin all that we do.

Humility

Compassion 

Kindness

Justice

Forgiveness

Integrity

Peace 

Courage

Forest School Approach 

Forest School is a play based approach in the  Outdoors  that allows children to develop confidence, independence, self-esteem and awareness and knowledge of the natural environment. This is achieved by setting small achievable tasks. Forest schools is a child centred approach which build on children’s motivate and positive attitude to learning whilst giving them the opportunity to makes choices and initiate learning for themselves.
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 Purpose/Aims of Forest School 

To provide children with experiences that encourages knowledge and appreciation of the natural world 

· To learn to respect and care for the environment.

· To form positive relationships with others

· To manage their own feelings and understand the feelings of others

· To learn to take risks within a safe environment

· Learn specific skills linked to the curriculum

· To create independent thinkers 

St John the Baptist Forest School is about experiencing the natural world through practical activities and play. The children go out in all weathers, wearing appropriate clothing. The outdoor environment is used to stimulate problem solving, co-operative learning, and creative thinking in a ‘play’ environment.

Through Forest Schools we aim to create a respect for wildlife and the outdoors and a love for Creation. Work will be linked to ‘stewardship’ and ‘Laudato si’, caring for ‘Our world’.

Health and Safety

Please see the Plymouth CAST Health and Safety Policy. The Health and Safety of adults and pupils is of the upmost importance at all times.  Safe Practice is reinforced through regular reminders and modelling of safe practice. Children are involved in the risk assessments of activities and tools so that they can start to develop early risk assessment strategies for themselves. Forest Schools is all about encouraging children to manage risks for  themselves within a safe environment.  Risk assessments will be reviewed each term and take into account seasonal changes. In addition, each session, the area  will be assessed for risks.  

Staff and Volunteers 

· All volunteers will be given a copy of the St John the Baptist leaflet for visitors and volunteers. This contains key information on Safeguarding, Health and Safety and other procedures and policies in school. Safeguarding, Health and Safety Policy, Equal opportunities policy are all available on the Staff Noticeboard or the school website. 

· All staff and volunteers working within the Forest School will have had a Healthy and Safety briefing to include the risk assesssments

· Suitable clothing will be worn at all times. During winter months, this will include waterproofs, wellington boots and warm clothing. During summer months, sunscreen will be worn.

· All staff and volunteers  working in the Forest School will have a DBS check

        Reducing the Risks at Forest School

One of the reasons to introduce the Forest School approach is for children to learn to manage risks for themselves in a safe environment. Children play less in the outdoors because of perceived dangers and can be unnecessarily protected and cossetted from risks and this can make them less safe in the long run. Through an approach with a high level of supervision, children can learn to manage risks for themselves.

We have risk assessments for the following:

· A range of tools – saws, knives and other tools

· Rope and string

· Building shelters

· Fire

· Slips, trips and falls

Risk assessments can be found on the school server or copies can be obtained from the school office. Forest School risk assessments involving Fire and the use of tools are approved by the Outdoor Education adviser at Devon.
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       Fire at Forest School

If a fire is lit at the Forest School it will always be supervised by a member of staff. Children are taught the Fire Circle Rules on their first visit to the Forest School. 

Fire Circle Rules

Stand behind the log 

Step over and sit down on log 

Stand up, turn around and step over log

Children are not allowed to cross the circle or step into the circle 

In addition to the other resources, we will take a large container full of water.
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When lighting a fire:

· Only a trained Forest School Practitioner will take responsibility for the fire. This will be their sole responsibility for the session. They shall be responsible for lighting it, manning it while it is burning and putting it out at the end of the session. 

· The fire shall be contained within the area marked out within the centre of the log circle. The ground around shall be cleared of flammable material. 

· Check for low overhanging trees. 

· Have a container of water beside the fire to put it out and deal with burns. 

· The flames of the fire should never reach higher than the knee. 

· While the fire is being lit, the children will be engaged in activities elsewhere. 

· The fire will be extinguished before the session ends. 

NO fires will be lit during peak fire risk periods. All adults are aware of the following when cooking and eating at Forest schools: 

· Everyone should wipe their hands before handling food and drink. 

· All foods are stored in air tight containers. 

· Only clean equipment is used. 

· Everyone is aware of any special dietary needs of the children who have food allergies and any medication 

· Food will be cooked correctly. 

· All equipment and waste is cleared away. 
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Tools

Safety with regards to tools is of the upmost importance. Tool use is thoroughly risk assessed. Participants ensure the safe use of tools by adopting the following guidelines:

· Tools are correctly stored and checked after each session

· Rules are set out clearly each session

· The safe use of the tool is modelled

· Children are supervised in small groups using tools

· Inappropriate use of a tool will not be permitted and the task will be stopped if this occurs
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The Role of the Forest School leader

The Forest schools Leader is a trained Level 3 Forest School Practitioner.

They are responsible for organising the planning and running all Forest School sessions. 

· The Forest School leader has the safety of the children uppermost at all times. The leader will carry out a detailed safety check before each session and comply with health and safety risk assessments. They will ensure that there is a qualified First Aider available at all times.

· The leader will ensure that all documentation are relevant and up to date.

· The leader is responsible for all equipment and will ensure that it is checked before use and returned to the resource area after use. 

· The Forest School leader will ensure that all accidents are recorded in line with the School Policy on recording accidents.

Equal Opportunities 

All pupils participating in Forest Schools will be treated equally and with respect. 
We endeavour that all pupils and adults have access to a safe and secure environment.  Please see the Equality Policy.

Related Policies

Plymouth Cast Health and Safety Policy

Plymouth Cast Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy

Equality and Diversity

Data Protection 

Behaviour Policy 

SEND policy and Information report 

Coronavirus Policy 

All policies are available on the St John the Baptist website at www.st-johns-dartmouth.devon.sch.uk/website/policies_and_procedures/393013
Liz Hamilton October 2020 

